
Libertarian Free Will? 

Definitions 

1. “An agent is free with respect to a given action at a given time if at that time it is within 

the agent’s power to perform the action and also in the agent’s power to refrain from the 

action.” (From William Hasker, “A Philosophical Perspective,” in The Openness of God, 

p. 136-137). 

2. The power of contrary choice. 

 

Problems with Libertarianism 

 

From Systematic Theology by John Frame, pg. 826-830 

1. Scripture does not teach it in any explicit way. One cannot derive its technical 

concepts from the biblical view of human responsibility. 

2. Scripture never grounds human responsibility in libertarian freedom – or any kind of 

freedom. God has all authority and every right to hold us accountable. 

3. Scripture does not indicate that God places any positive value on libertarian freedom. 

4. Scripture never judges anyone’s conduct by reference to his libertarian freedom. 

5. Civil courts never assume that libertarian freedom is a condition of moral 

responsibility. Libertarianism would make it impossible to prove the guild of anybody 

at all. 

6. Law courts normally assume the opposite of libertarianism, namely, that the conduct 

of criminals arises from motives. 

7. Scripture contradicts the proposition that only uncaused decisions are morally 

responsible because God often brings about the free actions (even sinful actions) or 

human beings. 

8. Scripture also denies that we have the independence demanded by libertarianism. We 

are not independent of God or our own character. 

9. Libertarianism violates the biblical teaching concerning the unity of human 

personality in the heart.  

10. If libertarian freedom is necessary for moral responsibility, then evidently God is not 

morally responsible, for He is not free to act against His holy character (neither are 

the glorified saints in heaven, and neither was Jesus). 

11. Libertarianism is essentially a highly abstract generalization of the principle that 

ability limits responsibility – but does not carefully distinguish between kinds of 

ability (i.e. natural ability and physical ability). 

12. Libertarianism is inconsistent with God’s foreordination of events as well as his 

foreknowledge of events – both of which are manifestly attested in Scripture. 

13. Libertarians tend to make their view of free will a nonnegotiable, central truth, with 

which all other theological statements must be made consistent. 

14. Philosophical defenses of libertarianism appeal to intuition as the ground of belief in 

free will. 

Additional points from No Other God by John Frame, pg. 123-131 

1. Scripture teaches God’s sovereign control over human free decisions. 



2. In the highest state of human existence – heaven – we will not be able to sin; thereby 

showing that the power of contrary choice is not necessary for moral accountability. 

3. If libertarianism is true, then God has somehow limited His sovereignty so that He 

does not bring all things to pass – against the manifold witness of Scripture. 

From God’s Greater Glory by Bruce Ware, pg. 85-86 

1. Libertarian freedom asserts the power of contrary choice: if an agent choses A, all 

things being exactly the same, he could have chosen B, or not-A. If this is true, then it 

follows that any reason or set of reasons for why the agent chooses A would be the 

identical reason or set of reasons for why instead the agent might have chosen B, or 

not-A. There can be no choice-specific reason or set of reasons for why the agent 

chose A instead of B, nor not-A. 
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